
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
June 10, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 

Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting 

Law, G.L. C. 30A §20, the meeting was held via an online Zoom Conference 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Gallivan, Mr. Buckley, Ms. Geosits, 

Mr. Breen, Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio, Mr. Ahern 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D.  

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  As is tradition after Walpole Town elections, the 

Superintendent of Schools opens the Meeting.  The Meeting was called to order at 

7:32 p.m. by Dr. Gough. 

 

The Meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents 

are located in School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. Procedure for School Committee Chairperson Transition 

2. COVID Relief Grants sheet 

3. List of FY ’22 Capital Requests 

4. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

5. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic and State of Emergency, on March 12, 

2020, Governor Baker issued an Executive Order Temporarily Suspending 

Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20. Pursuant to the 

Order, public bodies are temporarily relieved from the Open Meeting Law’s 

requirement that meetings be held in public places, open and physically accessible 

to the public, so long as measures are taken to ensure public access to the bodies' 

deliberations "through adequate, alternative means." 

 

Citizens with a question or comment can join the meeting through the Zoom. The 

“chat” feature will be enabled at the “Citizens Comments” portion of the Agenda. 

Participants are asked to comment in the chat that they would like to speak, 

indicate your name and address in the chat and you will then be let into the 

Meeting. Please unmute your microphones at that time. If you have any questions 

regarding this process, or would like to send a comment in advance, please email 

mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 

All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are 

done via roll call. 

 

REORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEE:  The Superintendent conducted the 

business of School Committee reorganization.  The Superintendent asked for 

nominations for a Chairperson for the 2021-2022 School Year. Mr. William J. 

Buckley, Jr. was nominated by Mr. Breen. 
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Mr. Ahern stated he is most likely to register a “no” vote on this nomination. The 

vote doesn't represent disapproval of Mr. Buckley or of Mr. Breen for making the 

motion, or any of those that do vote in favor of the nomination.  He said his no 

vote represents his belief that the School Committee of the Walpole Public 

Schools could soon be moving in a different direction. He indicated Walpole is 

very fortunate to have five of our members with multiple terms on the School 

Committee.  These Committee members experience is extremely valuable, and 

certainly cannot be minimized. This is especially true when it comes to 

understanding past practice and learning from previous decisions.  However, 

trouble can arise when the opportunity to elevate new voices and raise up leaders 

has passed.  He indicated that one of his personal core values is to remember and 

reflect on the past, while preparing for the future.  Preparing for the future is often 

spurred by voices, thoughts and experiences that are different. He said he is voting 

no because he believes the School Committee is on the verge of entering that 

tough and stagnant space. He said it doesn’t appear that this is the year to appoint 

a new leader and he urges the Committee to continue to think and reflect 

throughout this year, for the betterment of the educational experience of the 

students of the Walpole Public Schools. 

 

Motion: To nominate William J. Buckley, Jr., as Chairperson of the 

School Committee for the 2021-2022 School Year. 

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; 

Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  No; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-1, in favor 

 

The newly elected Chairperson then entertained nominations for Vice Chair of the 

Committee for the 2021-2022 School Year. Mrs. Kristen Syrek was unanimously 

voted as Vice Chairperson. 

 

Motion: To nominate Kristen Syrek. as Vice Chairperson of the 

School Committee for the 2021-2022 School Year. 

Moved: Mrs. Geosits Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mr. 

Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

RECOGNITIONS: 

 

1. Walpole High School Valedictorian, Salutatorian/Student Graduation 

Speaker - The Walpole High School 2021 graduation commencement ceremony 

was held on Sunday, June 6, 2021. There were five student speakers including 

Valedictorian Danielle Dentremont, Salutatorian Nidhi Byrangoni, Edwin Ryan, 

Renee Abbott, and Brendan Mahoney. Danielle, Nidhi, and Edwin were present at 
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the School Committee Meeting. Renee and Brendan were unable to attend. The 

students indicated they were proud of their collaborative efforts as well as the end 

result. The speeches were given in a letter format where the five speakers 

reflected on their four high school years and on the future. This was a wonderful 

representation of the entire graduating class. Walpole is very proud of our students 

and the School Committee thanked them for making this graduation ceremony a 

memorable event. The 2021 graduation commencement and speeches can be 

viewed here. 

 

2. Walpole Police Department/Walpole Fire Department - The School 

Committee and Administration thanked the Walpole Police and Fire Departments 

for graciously helping with the high school graduation parade last weekend. Their 

willingness and cooperation are greatly appreciated and contributed to a safe and 

successful parade. Interim Police Chief Kelleher remarked that he appreciates the 

School Committee recognizing him and his staff. He said it was their pleasure to 

assist and that it worked out great for the graduates. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Math Consultant - Sara Van Der Werth is a nationally board-certified 

teacher who taught secondary mathematics for Minneapolis Public Schools for 27 

years with 5 of those years leading K-12 mathematics. Ms. Van Der Werth 

provides staff professional development throughout the U.S. regarding K-12 

mathematics. She was virtually present and spoke of students’ mathematical 

identities and of building positive student identities. She is currently providing 

professional developing for our Walpole staff. 

 

2. Vote on Non-Union Compensation - The School Committee 

unanimously voted to approve a 2.25% cost of living increase for non-union staff. 

 

Motion: To approve a 2.25% cost of living increase for non-union 

staff. 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Mr. Breen   

Roll 

Call: 

Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; 

Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

3. ESSER Funding Grant Information - Mr. Friscia provided a summary 

of grants awarded under the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 

Fund (ESSER). 
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SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Dr. Gough reported as follows: 

 

• The last day of school (June 17) is fast approaching. Dr. Gough expressed 

gratitude to the staff who continuously adjusted to the needs of students 

during this unusual year. She reminded parents to check their emails in the 

coming days for updates from principals regarding the last days of school. 

• On Sunday, June 6, the Walpole community celebrated our 147th 

commencement ceremony to honor Walpole High School’s graduating 

senior class of 2021. She thanked all the staff and volunteers who made 

this such a special occasion. We are incredibly grateful for their hard work 

to ensure this was a memorable day. She also said a special thank you to 

the Walpole Police Department and Walpole Fire Department for their 

support with this community event. The graduation parade would not have 

been possible without them. 

• Most importantly, thank you to the Class of 2021. This year has presented 

us with many challenges, but they continued to rise to the occasion and 

represented our community with pride and integrity. It was an honor to 

congratulate our seniors and give them the recognition they deserve. We 

wish them well as they embark on a journey filled with new opportunities 

and new challenges. 

• It goes without saying that this year was unique. Dr. Gough could never 

have imagined her first two years as Superintendent would include a 

global pandemic, remote learning, hybrid learning, and constant mandate 

changes. However, she remains grateful and humbled by working with so 

many great students, staff and families. 

• Dr. Gough also congratulated our amazing 2021 retirees. She recognized 

these dedicated individuals for their many years of service to Walpole 

Public Schools. Thank you for enriching the lives of our students. She 

wished them a very happy retirement. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1.  Vote on Capital Requests - The School Committee voted for an FY '22 

Town Capital request in the amount of $670,000 at the Fall Town Meeting. 

 

Motion: To approve the FY ’22 Capital request in the amount of 

$670,000. 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; 

Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 
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2. Middle School Building Project – Mr. Breen indicated the next School 

Building Committee Meeting will be held Tuesday, June 22, 2021. At this 

meeting a more granular look at the costs of the building will be done. He 

reminded the community that it is imperative to become involved and learn more 

about this project. Citizens can visit the middle school project website here. 

Anyone with questions or comments can email the middle school project at 

middleschoolproject@walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 

Dr. Gough shared the following with regard to the Community Forum held on 

Thursday, June 3, 2021: 

 

The end of our Community Forum was interrupted by a disturbing 

situation, in which an unknown person “zoom bombed” our webinar by 

shouting and typing racial slurs. Although the person was quickly removed 

from the webinar and the chat was disabled, it was realized that the chat 

was not able to be removed from our view, and the meeting ended. 

 

This was a very upsetting incident, both for the violation of boundaries 

and because of its racist and offensive content. We denounce the language 

that was used and refuse to let our platform be used for hate speech. We 

want our community meetings, both in-person and virtual, to be safe and 

free from discrimination and hateful speech in all its forms. The Town 

Walpole and School District will be investigating the incident and 

reporting it to our local authorities. The Middle School Building Project 

Team will evaluate any future forums and public access during virtual 

meetings. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS AND DONATIONS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants stated on the 

list submitted by the Superintendent dated June 7, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; 

Mrs. Gallivan:  yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 
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Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants stated on the list 

submitted by the Superintendent dated June 7, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; 

Mrs. Gallivan:  yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by 

the Superintendent dated June 7, 2021. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; 

Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote:  7-0-0, in favor 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the School Committee Meeting Minutes and of 

May 27, 2021. 

Moved: Mrs. Syrek Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; 

Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting will 

be Thursday, June 24, 2021. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Kristen Syrek, Vice Chairman 


